National Hospital Discharge Survey (NHDS)
1. Where can I go for more information about this database?
NHDS: http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nhds/nhds_collection.htm
2. What is this database?
The National Hospital Discharge Survey (NHDS), conducted from 1965 to 2010, is a national
probability survey designed to meet the need for information on characteristics of inpatients
discharged from non-Federal short-stay hospitals in the United States. From 1988-2007 the
NHDS collected data from a sample of approximately 270,000 inpatient records acquired from a
national sample of about 500 hospitals. From 2008 to 2010 the sample size was reduced to 239.
Only hospitals with an average length of stay of fewer than 30 days for all patients, general
hospitals, or children’s general hospitals are included in the survey. Federal, military, and
Department of Veterans Affairs hospitals, as well as hospital units of institutions (such as prison
hospitals), and hospitals with fewer than six beds staffed for patient use, are excluded. (Source:
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nhds/about_nhds.htm)
3. How is the data collected?
Two data collection procedures are used for the National Hospital Discharge Survey (NHDS). One
is a manual system in which sample selection and transcription of information from the hospital
records to abstract forms are performed by the hospital’s staff or by staff of the U.S. Bureau of
the Census on behalf of NCHS. The other data collection procedure is an automated system in
which NCHS purchases computer files containing electronic data files from commercial
organizations, State data systems, hospitals, or hospital associations. Records from these files
are systematically sampled by NCHS. Approximately 45 percent of the respondent hospitals
provide data through the automated system. A detailed description of the design and
development of the NHDS is included in "Design and Operation of the National Hospital
Discharge Survey: 1988 Redesign" http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/series/sr_01/sr01_039.pdf
Beginning in 1988, two data collection procedures have been used in the survey. One is a
manual system in which sample selection and medical transcription from the hospital records to
abstract forms is performed by the hospital’s staff or by staff of the U.S. Bureau of the Census
on behalf of NCHS. The other data collection procedure is an automated system in which NCHS
purchases electronic data files from commercial organizations, State data systems, hospitals, or
hospital associations. The medical abstract form and the automated data tapes contain items
that relate to the personal characteristics of the patient. These items include age, sex, race,
ethnicity, marital status, and expected sources of payment. Administrative items such as
admission and discharge dates (which allow calculation of length of stay), as well as discharge
status are also included. Medical information about patients includes diagnoses and procedures
coded to the International Classification of Diseases, 9th Revision, Clinical Modification (ICD-9CM). (Source: http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nhds/about_nhds.htm)

4. Who are the patients represented in this database?
Inpatients discharged from non-Federal short-stay hospitals in the United States

5. Who are the respondents to the survey?
From 1988-2007 the NHDS collected data from a sample of approximately 270,000 inpatient
records acquired from a national sample of about 500 hospitals. From 2008 to 2010 the sample
size was reduced to 239. Only hospitals with an average length of stay of fewer than 30 days for
all patients, general hospitals, or children’s general hospitals are included in the survey. Federal,
military, and Department of Veterans Affairs hospitals, as well as hospital units of institutions
(such as prison hospitals), and hospitals with fewer than six beds staffed for patient use, are
excluded. (Source: http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nhds/about_nhds.htm)
6. Latest Data Available?
2010
7. Contact information if questions about the data?
Hospital Care Team - Ambulatory Care Statistics Branch / National Center for Health Statistics/
3311 Toledo Rd., Hyattsville, MD 20782 / 301-458-4321/ nhds@cdc.gov

